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ABOUT F.A.C.T. 
 

Our Mission 
F.A.C.T.’s mission is to mentor and empower families through advocacy & training to improve 

the quality of life and opportunities for children & adults with disabilities. 

Our Vision 
A community where ALL children & adults are supported through their challenges, valued for 

their diversity, and fully included as they choose. 

Core Values 
Family Driven: Using a strength-based, culturally competent, and non-judgmental 

model to empower children, adults, and their families. 

Partnerships: Building & maintaining collaborative working relationships with our 

community partners by acknowledging their expertise & commitment to children and 

adults with disabilities. 

Quality: Providing advocacy in a manner that is representative of what is considered a 

model of best practices. 

Good Stewards of Our Resources: Conducting all aspects of business openly, ethically, 

responsibly, and with integrity. 

What We Do 
F.A.C.T. is a non-profit agency that provides support services & training to families & 

caregivers of children who have a behavioral health, developmental or physical disability.  
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F.A.C.T. BOARD OF DIRECTORS & LEADERSHIP 
 

Dave Becker - President 

Joe Aiello Lynn Harmon Gail Higginbotham 

Melissa Lafferty Tim McCabe Davidson Mullgardt 

Nick O’Connor Luke Pull iam Amanda Schneider 

Kathy Sigmund   

   

F.A.C.T. Leadership 

Heather Lytle – Executive Director  

Rachel Svejkosky – Program Director 
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WHAT PROGRAMS WE OFFER 

Educational Advocacy 

An Educational Advocate is a parent of a child with a disability and (nationally certified through 
COPAA) works with parents by assisting them in getting their children’s special education needs met 
at school.  An Advocate will provide information to parents about their rights, disability laws and 
school procedure in an effort to empower parents and guardians to effectively advocate on behalf 
of their children and youth. Advocates will attend school meetings with families to ensure the family 
voice is heard and considered in the IEP (Individual Education Plan) or 504 process. Advocates 
encourage parents to involve their children/youth in the decision-making process to promote self-
determination. 

Partnership with Families (PWF) 

The PWF Program uses a wraparound philosophy with System of Care Values and Principles to support 
families that have children with mental health and behavioral health challenges. F.A.C.T. works in 
conjunction with Compass Health to support these families in their homes and community. F.A.C.T. 
provides a nationally Certified Family Peer Specialist (CFPS) and uses a peer support model which 
means that all Parent Support Partners have a child with a disability themselves. Because we have 
been through the process and “walked the walk” we are able to support other parents/guardians 
through their journeys. Our main goal is to help families navigate systems, empower them, and build 
their resiliency so that they can handle any situation that may arise.  

Family Support Program 

The FSP Program uses a wraparound philosophy with System of Care Values and Principles to support 
families that have children with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. F.A.C.T. FSP’s support 
these families in their homes and the community. F.A.C.T. provides a nationally Certified Family Peer 
Specialist (CFPS) and uses a peer support model which means that all Family Support Partners have a 
child with a disability themselves. Because we have been through the process and “walked the 
walk” we are able to support other parents/guardians through their journeys.  Our main goal is to 
help families navigate systems, empower them, and build their resiliency so that they can handle any 
situation that may arise.   
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People First 
People First is an adult self-advocacy & self-help organization run by & 
for adults 18 years and older who have Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities. People First teaches, mentors, coaches, guides & prepares 
adults to advocate for change in their community, state, and federal 
laws.  

Dees Scholarship Fund 

The Dees Memorial Scholarship was established in memory of John & 
Katie Dees who were both special education teachers in the Francis 
Howell School District. They perished in a house fire along with their 
daughter in 1987.  

The Dees Scholarship is awarded through F.A.C.T. in conjunction with 
the Francis Howell Dees Scholarship Committee. Each year, one 
special education student is selected to receive a $1,000 scholarship 
to further their education & help them continue their quest in 
becoming an integral, productive member of society.  Pictured: KayCee Machino, F.A.C.T. 

Educational Advocacy Manager, Alex Jacks, 
Scholarship Recipient, Joyce & Bob Brockhaus, 

John Dee’s Sister & Brother-in-law. 
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SERVICES FISCAL YEAR 2024 

Partnership with Families Empowerment Activities 

• No Hunger Holiday – F.A.C.T. worked with the Harvester Knights of Columbus in Cottleville to 
get complete Thanksgiving dinners to almost 323 of our families in the PWF, People First, and 
Family Support Program. 

• People First – The People First group’s membership had 69 members.  
 

• Direct Educational Advocacy – Provided advocacy assistance to 348 families. 
 

• Partnership with Families – F.A.C.T. provided Parent Support Partner services to: 

o St. Charles County – 726 Families 

o Franklin County – 240 Families 

o Lincoln County – 251 Families 

• Family Support Program – F.A.C.T. provided services to 1,058 families that include an individual 
with a developmental disability in St. Charles, St. Louis, Warren, Jefferson Counties and St. Louis 
City. 

• Family Support Behavioral Health Program – F.A.C.T. provided services to 33 families in Lincoln 
County that include an individual with a behavioral or mental health diagnosis and were not 
currently in CPRC services through Compass Health Network. 
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FINANCIAL POSTION 
Liabilities & Net Assets 

Current Liabilities:  
Accounts Payable $13,273 
Accrued Expenses $230,844 
Lease liability, current portion $65,877 

Total Current Liabilities $309,994 
  
Net Assets:  
With Donor Restrictions $489,425 
Without Donor Restrictions $910,254 

Total Net Assets $1,399,679 
Total Liabilities and Net Assets $1,938,285 

Statement of Activities 
Revenue, Support, and Gains 
 Without Donor  With Donor  Total 

Program Service Fees $3,225,585  $469,836  $3,695,421 

Contributions $14,397  $40,625  $55,022 
Special Events Revenue 
(less cost of direct benefits to donors of $32,754) $64,833  $-  $64,833 

Net Investment Return $36,506  $-  $36,506 

Miscellaneous $9,591  $-  $9,591 
Net Assets released from restriction for satisfaction of program 
restrictions $624,628  $(624,628)  $- 

Total Revenues, Gains and Other Support $3,975,540  $(114,167)  $3,861,373 
      

Expenses      

Program Services:      

Educational Advocacy $777,792  $-  $777,792 

Family Support $1,548,739  $-  $1,548,739 

Organizational Support $72,686  $-  $72,686 

Parent Support $851,194  $-  $851,194 

People First $84,577  $-  $84,577 

Total Program Services $3,334,988  $-  $3,334,988 
      

Supporting Services      

Management and General $410,525  $-  $410,525 

Fundraising and Development $56,043  $-  $56,043 

Total Supporting Activities $466,568  $-  $466,568 

Total Expenses $3,801,556  $-  $3,801,556 
      

Change in Net Assets $173,984  $(114,167)  $59,817 

Net Assets – July 1 $736,270  $603,592  $1,339,862 

Net Assets – June 30 $910,257  $489,425  $1,399,679 
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SUPPORTERS 
In FY 2024 F.A.C.T. had four fundraisers including our Live Music Fundraiser, Rock n Roll Bingo, Bourbon 
& Bocce, 26th Annual Hopes & Dreams Gala, and 12th Annual Trivia Night. We thank our many donors 
& volunteers that spent their time and money working towards our mission. 
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Event Sponsors 
Ameren Missouri 
Ameristar Casino Resort Spa 
Assistance Home Care 
Audrey Yarborough 
Bassik Services Incorporated 
Burkemper Management 
Busey Bank 
Center for Hearing & Speech 
Coast to Coast Equipment & 
Supplies 
Compass Health Network 

Community Living 
Countryside Flooring America 
Dave Becker 
Dragan Law Firm, LLC 
Emmaus Homes 
Global Vision Technologies 
Harmon Holdings II, Inc. 
Honda of Frontenac 
inStep Church 
Latitude Therapy 
Lindenwood Agency 

Miken Technologies 
MO Mentor 
NAMI 
Sabre Security Equipment Corp. 
Schaefer Door 
Smith Patrick CPA 
Spoiled Rotten Photography 
The Bluechip Consortium LLC 
Tutor Doctor St. Peters 
We Rock the Spectrum 

Donors 
Amanda Schneider 
Ameristar Casino Resort Spa 
Amp Up Action Park 
Ances Bioimaging Laboratory 
Bahama Buck’s 
Bar K 
Barb Williams 
Barrels Taphouse & Grill 
Bassik Services Incorporated 
Bill Hill 
Black Bear Diner 
Bruce Sowatsky 
Burkemper Management 
Cardinals Care 
Chicken ‘n Pickle 
Church Asset Management 
Club Car Wash 
Community Living Inc. 
Compass Health Network 
Cooper’s Hawk Restaurant & 
Winery 
Cottleville Wine Seller 
Countryside Flooring America 
Creative Concepts for Living 
Dave & Leah Becker 
Davidson & Meaghan Mullgardt 
Dewey’s Pizza St. Charles 
Diane Connelly 
Emmaus Homes 
Enterprise Bank & Trust 

Frank & Kathy Conard 
Friends of F.A.C.T. 
Gail Higginbotham 
Game Show Battle Rooms 
Gearhead Outfitters 
George & Judy Nicholson 
Gingham’s Homestyle Restaurant 
Global Vision Technologies 
Grillo’s Chop & Barrel 
Harmon Holdings II, Inc. 
Hauser Mechanical 
Honda of Frontenac 
INT Wealth Planning 
Jay & Kathy Sigmund 
Jerry Kelly Heating & Cooling 
Joe & Leslie Aiello 
Kendra Scott 
KMOV 4 
Knights of Columbus Cottleville 
Lake St. Louis Ambassadors Club 
Let’s Groove Entertainment 
Lindenwood Agency 
Little Arrow Furnishment 
Luke & Liz Pulliam 
Lynn Harmon 
Margaritaville 
Mario & Karen Cooper 
Mark & Rachel Svejkosksy 
Massage for Your Health & The 
Float Room 

MC Freight 
Melissa Lafferty & Luke Ottinger 
Michael & Jennifer Hempfling 
Michelle Peters 
Miken Technologies 
Missouri Botanical Garden 
Narwhal’s Crafted 
Nick O’Connor 
NIKE AMI 
QuikTrip 
Raising Cane’s 
Sabre Security Equipment Corp. 
Scott & Heather Lytle 
Shea Kohl Law Firm 
Six Flags Over Mid America 
Smith Patrick CPA 
Spencer Web Design 
St. Charles County Ambulance 
District 
St. Louis Photo Party 
Sue Spencer 
The Customers 
The Magic House 
Thompson Printing 
Tim & Lindsey McCabe 
Total Wines & More 
Urban Air St. Peters 
Waterway Carwash 
We Rock the Spectrum - Fenton
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